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Abstract - The detection of JPEG compression plays
an important role in digital forensics. The JPEG
image can be compressed one, two, three or n times.
But if the number of times of the compression of a
same JPEG image increases, the process of detection
of the JPEG compression will be difficult. If the
compression is done using the same quantization
matrix the detection is even more difficult. There are
mainly two reasons why forensic experts give
attention to the detection of JPEG compression. The
first one is that due to image forgery compressed
JPEG images often resulted. The second one is that
some JPEG steganographic schemes such may
generate doubly compressed images or triply
compressed images if the input cover image is in
JPEG format. Detection of JPEG compression ie, how
many times a JPEG image is compressed can help to
identify the steganographic algorithm or improve the
detection accuracy rate of the steganalytic schemes.
Keywords- Colour image, JPEG Compression,
Extended Random Perturbation Strategy

I. INTRODUCTION
JPEG is the one of the hottest topic in the
image compression method that is used today. The
Joint Photographic Experts Group stands for JPEG,
a standards committee that had its origin within the
International Standard Organization (ISO). In 1982,
the ISO formed the Photographic Experts Group
(PEG) to research methods of transmitting video,
still images, and text over ISDN (Integrated
Services Digital Network) lines. PEG's goal was to
produce a set of industry standards for the
transmission of graphics and image data over
digital communications networks. In 1986, a
subgroup of the CCITT ( International Telegraph
and Telephone Consultative Committee) began to
research methods of compressing colour and grayscale data for facsimile transmission. The
compression methods needed for colour facsimile
systems were very similar to those being
researched by PEG. It was therefore agreed that the
two groups should combine their resources and
work together toward a single standard. In 1987,

the ISO and CCITT joined their their two groups
into a joint committee that would research and
produce a single standard of image data
compression for both organizations to use. This
new committee was named as JPEG.
Triple joint photographic experts group (JPEG)
compression means that a JPEG image has been
compressed three times by JPEG compression. The
detection of Triple JPEG compression plays an
important role in the area of digital forensics.
Detection of triple JPEG compression can helps to
identify the steganographic algorithm or improve
the detection accuracy rate of the steganalytic
schemes. In this paper we are doing the detection of
the various compressions in an experimental form.
For that we are first created a test data base that
contains three types of compressed images (Ie,
singly compressed, doubly compressed and triply
compressed.) and of five different quality factors .
For creating the test database we need to compress
the JPEG images singly, doubly and triply.
II. LITERATURE SURVEY
JPEG can be considered as a algorithm
that can be useful for image compression . And also
that algorithm can be altered to satisfy the different
needs of the users [1]. Using JPEG image
compression it can achieve very high compression
ratios. If the compression ratios increase, the
quality of the image decreases. But those images
are still very useful in many applications. For
transferring highly compressed image through
internet it will consume very little bandwidth. Also
JPEG is highly capable of creating compressed
images those are of high quality when compared
with the original image data.
The method of compression used in JPEG
images are usually lossy by nature, ie during the
image compression process we are losing some
image data. During the encoding process in the
image compression it discards the useless data for
getting the high compression ratios. The discarded
information cannot easily identifiable by the human
eyes. So we cannot reconstruct the original image
exactly. There are also some lossless image
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compression standards known as LZW, CCIT or
the RLE standards. These standards do not remove
any image data during the compression process and
still able to achieve image compression. And also
we can reconstruct the original image. When
compared with the lossy compression schemes
usually the compression ratios of the lossless
method are very less.
Detection of double compression of the
JPEG images are very useful for applications in
steganography[2]. Mainly it is having two uses,
firstly it describes an effective method for detecting
double compression of the JPEG images with the
help of support vector machines. A key attribute of
this method is that, it is able to detect double
compression of the cover images as well as the
images processed with Steganographic algorithms.
Secondly it helps to create a maximum probability
estimator of the primary quality factor in doublecompressed JPEG images.
One of the major problems with the many
steganographic systems are the weakness to
withstand against various statistical and attacks.
Only fairly small capacity for Steganographic
messages if the system is without the above
weakness. F5- is an novel Steganographic
Algorithm which is having elevated capacity and
also good Steganalysis. It is also have the ability to
resist against various statistical and visual attacks.
For improving the efficiency of the F5, it uses
matrix encoding.
We all know eye movements are the one
of the major components of the human vision the
reason of this is due to only some area of our visual
scene are fixated and have been processed by our
brain at high resolution. The retina samples the
other image areas at lower and coarser resolution.
But the corresponding image is appeared uniformly
clear to our eyes. Study on focussed JPEG
compression FJpeg[11] help us to understand this
concept clearly. It uses a focused Jpeg encoder,
visual compression or FJpeg which is created for
operate in a like fashion. The working of FJpeg is
depend upon the algorithms for image processing
which is able to interpret human regions-of-interst ,
ROIs,
and on a equivalent differentiated
quantization of the DCT coefficients.
III. PROPOSED DETECTION METHOD
This detection method is based on a
algorithm known as Random Perturbation Strategy
[12] for detecting the double compression of the
JPEG images using the same quantization matrix.
Here we are modifying the current algorithm to
Extended Random Perturbation Strategy which is
capable of detecting the triple compression of the

JPEG images with the same quantization matrix.
And it contains JPEG compression and JPEG
decompression process in repeated number of times
in some specific order.
A. Compress the Image Using the Same
Quantization Matrix.
In this step we are compressing the JPEG
image singly ie, one time compression, doubly
ie,two time compressing and triply, ie three time ,
the JPEG image with the same quantization matrix
for making the input files for our experiment
according to the diagram given in fig 1..
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Fig 1. Block diagram of jpeg compression process.

B. Decompress the Image
In this step we are decompressing the
image using the following step. Ie the reverse
process of the JPEG compression process. It is
shown in fig 2.
Comp
ressed
Image

Data

Entr
opy
Enc
oder

Dequ
antiz
er

IDC
T

Recon
structe
d
Image
Data

Fig 2. Block diagram of jpeg decompression process

C. Extended Random Perturbation Strategy
In this we are implementing the 4 steps in
Extended
Random
Perturbation
Strategy.
Following steps. The steps are
STEP 1: Take the image which is to be tested as ‘I’.
First image ‘I’ is to be decompressed then the
resulting Image is to be recompressed with the
same quantization matrix. The resulted image is
called as I’. And one more time we have to
decompress the image I’ into spatial domain and
again recompress I’ with the same quantization
matrix. The resulted image is called as I’’. S1
denotes the number of different JPEG coefficients
between I and I’. S2 represents the number of
different JPEG coefficients between I’ and I’’.
STEP 2: For getting the JPEG coefficients of I’,
entropy decode I’ and from the resulted JPEG
coefficients, arbitrarily choose a portion for
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alteration. Each arbitrarily choosed coefficients are
increased or decreased by 1 randomly. For getting
the JPEG image I’m, entropy encode the modified
JPEG coefficients again. In this step we are doing
doing entropy coding only for getting the JPEG
coefficients alteration. Entropy coding can be done
with the help of JPEG Tool Box.
STEP 3: For getting JPEG image I’’m, we have to
decompress I’m into spatial domain and using the
same quantization matrix the resulting image is to
be recompressed. S’m represents the number of
different JPEG coefficients between I’m and I’’m
STEP 4: Repeat steps 2 and 3 for k times. Note that
in each time, the JPEG coefficients of I’ to be
modified are arbitrarily selected, but the ratio of
JPEG coefficients that should be modified remains
the same. Each and every time we may have a
unlike value S’m, represented by S¹m,,
S²m,….S m , respectively.

(b)

(c)

(d)

Fig 3. (a)Uncompressed colour image (b) Singly compressed
image (c) Doubly compressed image (d) Triply compressed
ima ge.

The average value is
Sm = ( S¹m+S²m+….+S m)/k
If Sm > S2 is a triply compressed image

(1)

If Sm < S2 and Sm > S1
compressed image

(2)

is a doubly

If Sm < S1 is a singly compressed image.

(a)

(3)

The key for the success of our detection
method is the portion of JPEG coefficients that
should be modified. The modified portion being
selected too big or too small will not lead to a good
detection result.

After implementing the Random Perturbation
Strategy, a test database is given to the
implemented program for detecting the various
compressions. The test database contains three
images each ie, singly compressed, doubly
compressed and triply compressed and of different
Quality Factors ranging from 60, 70, 80, 90, 100.
And total of 60 images. The output of the detection
accuracy of the program is shown in the table 1.
The equation for calculating the accuracy rate is
given equation 4.
TABLE 1.

The images in the test database are as
shown in Fig 3. First the uncompressed JPEG
colour images is taken and then convert that JPEG
image into gray scale image. Then the converted
gray scale image is singly compressed, then the
singly compressed image is again compressed then
that image became doubly compressed. After that
the doubly compressed image is again compressed
then it became triply compressed. Each of these
compressed colour images are stored in the
database separately and form a test database. This
database is used to determine the detection
accuracy of the Extended Random Perturbation
Strategy.

DETECTION ACCURACY.
NUMBER OF NUMBER OF NUMBER OF DETECTED DETECTED DETECTED DETECTIO
QUALIT
SINGLY DOUBLY
TRIPLY NUMBER OF NUMBER OF NUMBER OF N
Y
COMPRESSE COMPRESSE COMPRESSED SINGLY DOUBLY TRIPLY ACCURAC
FACTOR
D IMAGES D IMAGES IMAGES COMPRESSED COMPRESSE COMPRESSE Y RATE
D IMAGES
D IMAGES
IMAGES
60
4
4
4
2
4
4
83.3333
70
4
4
4
2
2
3
58.3333
80
4
4
4
2
3
4
75
90
4
4
4
3
3
4
83.3333
100
4
4
4
4
3
4
91.6667

Accuracy rate =

(

)

*100

(4)

Accuracy rate indicates that how many images
from the database is detected correctly according to
its quality factors, i.e. singly compressed, doubly
compressed and triply compressed.
IV. CONCLUSION
Because the difference between the singly
compressed JPEG image, doubly compressed JPEG
image and a triply compressed JPEG image with
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the same quantization matrix is small, detection of
double JPEG compression and triple JPEG
compression with the same quantization matrix is a
challenging problem. Through a extended random
perturbation strategy, the difference between a
singly compressed image, a doubly compressed
image and a triply compressed image can be
discriminated, especially when the image is
compressed with relatively high Quality Factor . A
novel method for Detection of Double and Triple
JPEG Compression with Random Perturbation
Strategy is an efficient method for Detecting for
Double JPEG Compression as well as Triple JPEG
compression with the same quantization matrix.
This method has very much importance in the area
of digital forensics.
V. REFERENCES
[1] J. Lukas and J. Fridrich, “Estimation of primary
quantization matrix in double compressed
JPEG images,” in Proc. Digital Forensic
Research Workshop, Cleveland, OH, Aug.
2003.
[2] T. Pevný and J. Fridrich, “Detection of doublecompression in JPEG images for applications
in steganography,” IEEE Trans. Inf. Forensics
Security, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 247–258, Jun.
2008.
[3] H. Farid, “Exposing digital forgeries from
JPEG ghosts,” IEEE Trans. Inf. Forensics
Security, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 154–160, Mar.
2009.
[4] Z. Lin, J. He, X. Tang, and C. -K. Tang, “Fast,
automatic and finegrained tampered JPEG
image detection via DCT coefficient
analysis,” Pattern Recognit., vol. 42, pp.
2492–2501, 2009.
[5] A.Westfeld, “High capacity despite better
steganalysis
(F5-A
steganographic
algorithm),” in Proc. 4th Int. Workshop
Information Hiding, 2001, vol. 2137, pp. 289–
302, Lecture Notes in Computer Science.
[6] N. Provos, “Defending against statistical
steganalysis,” in Proc. 10th USENIX Security
Symp., Washington, DC, 2001.
[7] R. Yang, Y. Q. Shi, and J. Huang, “Defeating
fake-quality MP3,” in Porc. ACMMultimedia
and Security’09, Princeton, NJ, Sep. 7–8,
2009.
[8] W. Wang and H. Farid, “Exposing digital
forgeris in video by detecting double MPEG
compression,” in Porc. ACM Multimedia and
Security’06, Geneva, Switzerland, Sep. 26–
27, 2006.
[9] W. Wang and H. Farid, “Exposing digital
forensics in video by detecting double
quantization,” in Proc. ACM Multimedia and
Security’ 09, Princeton, NJ, Sep. 7–8, 2009.
[10] A. C. Popescu, “Statistical Tools for Digital
Image Forensics,” Ph. D., Department of

Computer Science, Dartmouth College,
Hanover, NH, 2004.
[11] A. C. Popescu and H. Farid, “Statistical tools
for digital forensics,” in Proc. 6th Int.
Workshop on Information Hiding, 2004, vol.
3200, pp. 128–147, Lecture Notes in
Computer Science.
[12] Fangjun Huang, and Yun Qing Shi,
“Detecting Double JPEG Compression With
the Same Quantization Matrix,” in IEEE
Transactions On Information Forensics And
Security, Vol. 5, No. 4, December 2010.
[13] D. Fu, Y. Q. Shi, and W. Su, “A generalized
Benford’s law for JPEG coefficients and its
applications in image forensics,” in Proc.
SPIE,
Security,
Steganography
and
Watermarking of Multimedia Contents IX,San
Jose, CA, Jan. 2007.
[14] B. Li, Y. Q. Shi, and J. Huang, “Detecting
double compressed JPEG images by using
mode based first digit features,” in Proc.
IEEE Int. Workshop on Multimedia Signal
Processing
(MMSP
2008),
Cairns,Queensland, Australia, Oct. 8–10,
2008.
[15] C. Chen, Y. Q. Shi, and W. Su, “A marching
learning based scheme for double JPEG
compression detection,” in Proc. IEEE Int.
Conf. Pattern Recognition, Tampa, FL, Dec.
8–11, 2008.
[16] G. K. Wallace, “The JPEG still picture
compression
standard,”
IEEE
Trans.
Consumer Electron., vol. 38, no. 1, pp.17-34,
Feb. 1992.

